Ministr Bednarik vyzval eurokomisare k
podpore zZeleznicni nakladni dopravy v EU
18.5.2026 - | Ministerstvo dopravy CR

Ministr dopravy Ivan Bednarik odeslal dopis evropskému komisari pro udrzitelnou dopravu
Apostolovi Tzitzikostasovi, v némz upozornuje na klesajici podil zelezni¢ni nakladni
dopravy v Evropské unii a vyzyva k zahajeni politické debaty o konkrétnich opatrenich na
jeji podporu na evropské urovni. Zduraznuje pritom potrebu koordinovaného postupu,
vyssich investic do infrastruktury, lepsi preshranicni koordinace i posileni multimodality,
interoperability a digitalizace.

Dopis je soucasti iniciativy ministra Bednarika zamérené na posileni postaveni nékladni zeleznicni
dopravy v Evropé. Ministerstvo dopravy od zacatku roku intenzivné jedna se svymi evropskymi
partnery a pripravuje soubor konkrétnich navrhl podpory, ktery chce ministr predstavit na
cervnovém zasedani Rady EU pro dopravu.

Podil Zeleznice na nakladni dopravé v Evropské unii dlouhodobé klesa a aktualné se pohybuje kolem
16 %. Problémy hlasi vSichni dopravci napri¢ Evropou, a to i v tradi¢né silnych zelezni¢nich zemich,
jako jsou Rakousko ¢i Némecko, a mimo EU napitiklad Svycarsko.

»Pokud chceme tento trend zastavit, musime jednat rychle a koordinované. Potrebujeme cilené
pro mezindrodni nakladni vlaky a vyrazny posun v digitalizaci a interoperabilité. Zasadni je také
podpora kombinované dopravy. Bez téchto koordinovanych krokl bude Zeleznice dél ustupovat
silnici,” zduraziuje ministr dopravy Ivan Bednarik.

Kompletni znéni dopisu:
Dear Commissioner Tzitzikostas,

I would like to address the issue of maintaining the competitiveness of European rail freight
transport. Since taking office as Minister of Transport of the Czech Republic in December last year,
reversing the decline in the share of rail freight within the European Union has been one of my main
priorities.

This trend runs counter to the EU’s objective of shifting a substantial portion of goods transport
from road to more environmentally friendly modes, such as rail. Reducing greenhouse gas emissions
from transport is essential to achieving the EU’s long-term strategy and its climate-neutrality
targets. In this context, rail freight offers significant—yet still underutilised—potential for emissions
savings. At the same time, a greater diversification of freight transport across modes would improve
our capacity to respond to crises and strengthen the overall resilience of the European transport
system.

Although rail remains the most decarbonised mode of transport, it is losing its competitiveness,
particularly vis-a-vis road transport. As a result, the share of rail freight in the EU continues to
decline, moving the Union further away from its modal shift objectives. This development is also
having tangible economic impacts, with many rail freight operators facing increasing challenges in
terms of profitability.



To prevent this undesirable trend from continuing, I would like to initiate a targeted political debate
at EU level on how to halt the decline in rail freight’s share and how to fully harness its potential for
competitive, sustainable and resilient logistics across Europe. In cooperation with other Member
States, we have begun to identify a set of possible measures. However, the situation calls for a
coherent and coordinated approach, and strong leadership from the European Commission will be
essential in this regard.

In this context, greater attention should be given to the further development of rail freight
infrastructure, including targeted investments in the TEN-T network and multimodal terminals
under the forthcoming Multiannual Financial Framework. Capacity management and cross-border
coordination must also improve, including through the timely implementation of the Capacity
Regulation and a genuine prioritisation of international rail freight.

Key enablers for boosting rail freight include multimodality, interoperability and digitalisation. More
favourable conditions should be created to strengthen combined transport, for example by
supporting the development of terminals and marshalling yards, as well as by modernising single-
wagonload systems to enable a shift towards more efficient continental combined transport
solutions.

Finally, remaining obstacles to full interoperability must be removed. The deployment of ERTMS has
clearly demonstrated the need for greater harmonisation, where strong EU leadership remains
indispensable.

I believe that this challenge is widely recognised among Member States, and I would therefore
welcome the opening of a ministerial discussion. In this context, we would like to submit the
initiative as an AOB point for an upcoming Transport Council.

In conclusion, Mr Commissioner, let me thank you for your attention to this important matter.
Yours sincerely,

Ivan Bednarik

(Evropské zelezni¢ni nakladni dopraveé dochazi dech a bez spolecného postupu se tento
trend nepodari zastavit.

Odeslal jsem dopis [[Jevropskému komisarti pro udrzitelnou dopravu Apostolovi
Tzitzikostasovi s vyzvou k rychlé evropské debaté o podpore nékladni zeleznice.
Potrebujeme... pic.twitter.com/JhSsQWqNu8

— Ivan Bednarik (@BednarikIvan) May 18, 2026
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