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Thank you, President.

I congratulate SRSG Gbeho on her appointment and thank her and USG Fletcher for their briefings
and clear steps. I also pay tribute to her predecessor, the late Fink Haysom, for his extraordinary
contribution to the United Nations and the cause of peace.

In the context of this fragile and deteriorating situation, I will make three points.

First, calling for the protection of civilians; second, on the importance of an inclusive political
dialogue; and third, on the critical role of the UN peacekeeping mission.

As we have heard very clearly from the briefers today, the continued fighting between the two main
parties to the peace agreement is displacing civilians and compounding an already acute
humanitarian crisis.

The Secretary-General’s reporting highlights serious human rights violations and abuses, including
conflict‑related sexual violence and the recruitment of children.

In Akobo civilians have been killed, hundreds of thousands displaced and infrastructure destroyed,
exacerbating the suffering of the South Sudanese people. We call on South Sudan’s leaders to
comply with their obligations under international law, including the protection of civilians and to
allow unhindered humanitarian access to reach those in need.

Second, the United Kingdom recognises that the only solution to the current crisis in South Sudan is
through the immediate cessation of hostilities and a return to inclusive dialogue with all
stakeholders, including the Sudan People’s Liberation Army in Opposition, led by First Vice
President Riek Machar.

We welcome the appointment of AU Special Envoy President Kikwete and the close cooperation
between the UN, AU, IGAD and other stakeholders including the Troika to support a resolution to
the current crisis.

We strongly urge the transitional government and other parties to fully engage with these efforts
and heed the appeals from the international community to return to the political process.

Third, we underscore and praise the vital role played by the UN peacekeeping mission in South
Sudan. It is regrettable that the South Sudanese authorities have continued to obstruct the mission’s
ability to deliver its mandate in full.



This prevents the mission delivering necessary tasks including the protection of civilians and
supporting humanitarian assistance in volatile and hard-to-reach areas. We call on the transitional
government to cooperate fully with UNMISS.

As this Council considers the mandate for the mission, we will need to ensure it is credible,
deliverable and responsive to conditions on the ground.

Thank you.
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